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Agricultural advisory service

• The agricultural advisory system in Poland is public-private and consists of:

➢ public agricultural advisory units (VAACs) (16 units, one in each Voivodeship)

➢ agricultural chambers, 

➢ private advisory companies, as well as farmers' organizations and trade unions.

• Public advisory services play a dominant role in Poland and are available to all 
farmers.

• The advisory service system has actively supported changes in Polish 
agriculture and stimulated the development of rural areas. It should also be 
noted that it has actively supported farmers in developing their farms since 
Poland’s accession to the European Union.
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ORGANISATION OF ADVISORY SYSTEM IN POLAND
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Agricultural Advisory Center in Brwinów

• The Agricultural Advisory Centre is responsible for providing training to 
advisors (VAACs) and for providing up-to-date information from 
competent authorities.

• It ensures the continuous updating of knowledge on agricultural 
developments, enabling VAACs to provide training and guidance to 
farmers.

• Improves the skills of staff at VAACs, employees of private advisory 
organizations, as well as educators from agricultural schools and 
institutions.

• Creates modern solutions for advisory services. 
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The idea of ​​establishing a Practical Training Centre for 
Small-Scale Processing 

The initiative of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Agricultural Advisory Center 
(Radom Branch) to establish and run the Center for Practical Training was based on 
the following reasons:

• In Poland, family farms are developing wide range of activities related to both primary and 
secondary production. These include investments in conventional and organic production 
technologies as well as in small-scale processing at the farm level.

• The expectations of farmers, who, while running their farms, also want to produce products 
in demand mainly on the local market, and to demonstrate practical possibilities.

• The possibility of carrying out this type of activity while maintaining standards that 
guarantee the safety of the food produced.

• The opportunity to produce traditional and regional products on a small scale using specific 
technologies and skills.

• The chance to prevent, or at least limit the capture of a large share of the added value by 
large producers and distributors
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Poland
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Agricultural Advisory Center, 
Centre for Small-Scale Processing 
in Radom
(2010). 

Podlaskie Agricultural Advisory 
Center in Szepietowo (2017)

The Demonstration Center for Agricultural and Food Processing 
"STODOŁA" at Łódź Agricultural Advisory Center in Bratoszewice. 
(2023)

The Center of Culinary Heritage and Rural Tourism operates within the 
Kujawsko-Pomorskie Agricultural Advisory Center (KPODR) in Minikowo 
(2009)



Operation objective:

• Showing the practical possibilities to adapt the farm's resources to start and 
conduct "small-scale processing", so that it meets both hygiene and safety 
standards as well as legal requirements.

• Develop a unified approach and assist in the interpretation of legislation, 
veterinary and sanitary requirements related to small farm processing.

7

The idea of ​​establishing a Practical Training Centre for 
Small-Scale Processing 



Description of the Center - decisions and certificates    

The center has all the necessary permits 
required by law:

• Veterinary Inspection - meat 
processing,

• Sanitary Inspection - fruit and vegetable 
processing, grain processing.

and 

• Certificate of Conformity of organic 
production for products of all owned 
plants.
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Range of activities
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The activities of the Center for Practical Training in 
Small-Scale Processing include the following:

• conferences, training sessions, workshops for 
advisory staff and individuals undertaking food 
production activities,

• study trips,

• technical demonstrations,

• Consultation and assistance with applications 
under the National Recovery Plan (KPO) and 
CAP 2023–2027. 

• Fairs and promotional exhibitions

• Small-scale production



Participants 

• Farmers 44%

• Advisors 21%

• Entrepreneurs and employees 16%

• Students of agricultural universities 
and schools 14%

• Representatives of rural communities 
(LAGs) and others 3%

• Representatives of local governments 
and agricultural organizations 2%
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Cooperation with science and  inspections supervising 
food safety 

• Institute of Agricultural and Food Biotechnology – State Research Institute (IBPRS-
PIB) in Warsaw;

• Warsaw University of Life Sciences (SGGW)

• University of Life Sciences in Lublin;

• National Veterinary Research Institute (NVRI) in Puławy;

• Veterinary Inspection (GIW);

• Sanitary Inspection (GIS)

• Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection (IHARS)
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Examples of implemented projects/operations by CDR/WODR  
under RDP 2014-2020
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Training projects with a national scope

• Processing at the farm level, a condition for the diversification of the income of farming 
families (cereals, fruit, meat and milk) and the basics of direct sales (105 trainings for 
2666 farmers );

• The impact of the smoking process of meat products and fish and fishery products on 
food safety (20 trainings for 676 farmers)

• Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons - assessment of the risk of exceeding the permissible 
PAH limits in smoked meat products (training for 217 farmers)

Processing at the Farm Level and Direct Agricultural Retail Sales

• A total of 280 agricultural advisors from 15 voivodeships participated in 12 training 
sessions. The training focused on establishing small-scale on-farm processing 
operations.
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The Agricultural Advisory Centre is also involved in educational and training 

activities, including films, tools, applications, publications, and printed 

materials.



Practical Training Centre for Small-Scale Processing -
training modules
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Processing fruits and vegetables
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-YjDUSe_1g&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
Production of: purees, jams, marmalades, fruit butters, mousses, dried fruits, freeze-drying fruits 
and vegetables, production of fermented vegetables and pickles, juices, cider vinegar

Processing milk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNlue9OIdrA&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-
7hA&index=6
Production of: rennets’ cheeses, curd cheeses, butter, cream, yogurt, kefir, buttermilk

Processing meat
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV7fmn8orCU&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
Production of sausages, smoked sausages, bacon, black pudding, brawn

Processing cereals
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
Production of wholemeal flour (wheat, rye, spelt), bran

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-YjDUSe_1g&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-YjDUSe_1g&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-YjDUSe_1g&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-YjDUSe_1g&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-YjDUSe_1g&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNlue9OIdrA&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA&index=6
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNlue9OIdrA&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA&index=6
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNlue9OIdrA&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA&index=6
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV7fmn8orCU&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV7fmn8orCU&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV7fmn8orCU&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6PBq-P7-c&list=UUW1Wpm741VZHziWYF7n-7hA


www.polskiebazarek.pl — the platform "Appreciate your own before 
praising others’" enabling connections between producers of 
agricultural products and customers from both urban and rural areas 
interested in purchasing them.  

CDR - Agricultural Advisory Centre in Brwinów, Branch in Radom
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http://www.polskiebazarek.pl/


Summary

• Agricultural advisory units conduct various educational forms in the field of production and sale of 
food from a small-scale farms. Tasks carried out in this area are part of the "from farm to fork" 
strategy of shortening food supply chains - Short Food Chains - SFCs.

• The activities of advisory units have a significant impact on new directions of development of small 
farms, such as food production and processing on a non-industrial scale.

• In order to identify the needs and expectations of farmers in terms of the possibilities of selling 
food products, surveys were conducted throughout Poland. The study also covered the scope of the 
needs of institutional support for producers and consumer preferences regarding the organization 
of food sales on local markets and determining the level of consumer interest and satisfaction.

• In a market economy, there is room for all entities that are elements of the "food chain" - both 
large and small. However, only producers who meet the requirements and challenges of the market 
will succeed. Those who focus on food quality and safety, who can reduce costs and prove their due 
diligence in maintaining the level of quality required by consumers.

• Cooperation with scientific units and inspections supervising food safety is of key importance for 
the development of small-scale processing at the farm level.
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Doskonalimy kadrę doradztwa rolniczego

Thank you for your attention!
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